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 FROM THE PRESIDENT… 

Cari amici ~ 
  
As Autumn rapidly approaches, now less than a month away, we will hopefully get 
a little relief from this exceptionally hot and steamy summer. Yet I am also mindful 
not to wish away or discount current seasons and the beauty of each. We after all 
live in beautifully verdant Florida knowing full well how the weather can be in sum-
mer. 
  
It is not unlike belonging to an organization like the OSDIA and volunteering in any 
capacity to its functioning – either organizationally or incrementally at specific 
events and in specific contexts. Most of the time it is perfectly rewarding, appreciat-
ed by members and guests, and actually very enjoyable. Yet, it isn’t always easy 
and without some friction – in fact, you can count on it. 
  
But this friction isn’t out of maliciousness, but is more likely because we are differ-
ent human beings and we are bound to have differing ideas, views on methods or 
approach, which activities to pursue, how to run a meeting, whose sauce is the 
best… just kidding; everyone knows my mother’s is the best, followed by my wife’s. 
Or is it vice versa? 
  
I remind myself during the few frustrating moments that we Italians are largely a 
strong-willed people, diverse in talent and disposition – yet survivors by our very 
nature, even if not always easily adapting to our surroundings. We are after all from 
the stock of explorers, inventors, and immigrants willing to risk all for a better life 
and a better way. 
  
What is important is the risk taking involved in volunteering, the offering of oneself, 
one’s time and talent, and the camaraderie engendered in doing so. This is funda-
mental to all of the OSDIA pillars, particularly to Fraternity. So, thank you to all the 
volunteers who have made our Lodge stronger, from Lodge membership to schol-
arships, charities, coordinating social events, including the General Meetings… We 
appreciate all of you. 
 
And if you have not yet volunteered, please consider it. You don’t know what you’re 
missing. 
 
Grazie e ciao, 
 
Dom. 



                  The  Amici Newsletter Lodge 2791 September 2026 
Page 2 

HISABOUT US 

The Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) is the largest 

and oldest national organization for men and women of Italian heritage in 

the United States. Founded in 1905 as a mutual aid society for early Italian 

immigrants, today OSDIA has thousands of family members located in all 

50 states and the District of Columbia, making it the leading service and  

advocacy organization for the nation’s estimated 26 million people of Italian 

descent. Our missions include encouraging the study of Italian language and 

culture in American schools and universities; preserving Italian American 

traditions, culture, history and heritage; and promoting closer cultural      

relations between the United States and Italy. 

 

September Birthdays 

 

Mass for Deceased Members Saturday, 

September 12, 2026 – 4:00 PM Christ the 

King Catholic Church 742 Arlington Road 

North Jacksonville, FL 32211 

 

 

 

 

OSDIA Scholarship Raffle  

Continues Through Summer! 
Our annual Scholarship Raffle is underway, and early re-
turns have already begun coming in. Thank you to every-
one who has turned in their books so far. The raffle runs 
until December 13, and your participation helps grow 
our scholarship funds throughout the year. Prizes: 
$1,000 • $350 • $150 Tickets: $3 each • Buy 5, get 1 free 
Turn In: Please return raffle funds and completed books 
at our general meetings. We got a great response at our 
meeting on August 21. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Goal:$5,800 

Received: $1474– 25.4% 

 

 

 

Thank you for your support.                                     
Raffle Fund Raising Team                                                              

Sal Sanapola •Vito DiTrapani  • Moe Cooper                                                     

Donna Addeo  Michael Caira Rosemary Mintchwarner Clara Zepeda 

Phyllis Bosner  Tracy Evans Alba Renninger  

Josephine Burgio Michael Heffelfinger Maryann Wetzel  
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Information, Activities and Updates 

 

 

The book club meets periodically at 6:30pm.Mee ng at Toni O’Connor’s home 12234 Spiney 
Ridge Drive South Jacksonville, Fl 32225. Next mee ng: Thursday September 3, at 6:30pm. 
Book Discussion: Stll Life by Sarah Winman  
Chair Leader Cheryl Callavini  904-744-1779  
RSVP to a end as this is a gated community call or text Toni at 732-272-3910 

Golf Shirt/Name Tag Golf Shirt - Cost  $28  -  Name Tags  Cost is $13  

Contact Annie Sheen  for Golf Shirt or Name Tags.  Anniesheen@comcast.net  

Italian  Heritage Cook  Book - $15 - Purchase at the general  meeting. 

 

 

Scholarship 
                             Scholarships - Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America 

National Leadership Grants – General Information Through the Sons of Italy Foundation® (SIF), 

and tens of thousands of family members located in all fifty states and the District of Columbia, 

the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA) has awarded tens of millions of dollars 

in scholarships to date. The Foundation is excited to support more talented youth to achieve 

their dreams.  For more information about next year’s scholarship program visit  

www.osdia.org/scholarships 

Fundraising • Communica ons & Publicity • General Mee ng • Outside Programs • Scholar-

ship • Charity • Cultural • Membership • Hospitality.  Commi ees needing volunteers: General 

Mee ng (set up & take down) • Cultural • Membership • Hospitality.  If you would like to   

volunteer, please contact Sal Santapola at Saldesanta@gmail.com and he will direct you to the 

commi ee chair person.   

 Committees 
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Meetings 

Mailing Address          

Contact Information 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

       

 

 Council meets 1st Tuesday of the month • September 1,  6:30pm. 
•      Lodge meets the 3rd Friday of the month at 6:30pm at Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran             

Church 7860 Southside Blvd, Jax Fl. Next mee ng: Friday September 18, 2026 at 6:30pm 

 Mail address: Amici D’ltalia Lodge 2791 PO Box 8985 Jacksonville, FL 32239-8985 

 President: Dom Addeo • domaddeo@gmail.com • 732-331-7196 

 Newsle er: Sal Santapola • saldesanta@gmail.com • 904-887-8758 

 Compassion: Georgianne Pionessa • ajp19@comcast.net • 904-727-7112.           

 Webmaster:  www.italiainjax.org • Giancarlo Zepeda  • support@pendabrytemetal.com 

 

 

 

9/1 Council Mee ng 6:30pm 
9/3 Book Club Mee ng 6:30pm 
9/10 Movie Uncle Nino at Southeast regional library 5:30pm 
9/12 Mass at Christ the King 4pm for deceased members 
9/18 General Mee ng 6:30pm 
9/19 Met Opera at Tinseltown mes for performances 1pm and 6pm 
9/22 Jax Humane Society visit 11:30am 
9/24 House Italian Cuisine 6pm 

 

 

Salvar            
La 

data 

Restaurant Social 

House Italian Cuisine     

Thursday  

September 24, 6pm 

 

 Join us for some good food 
and fellowship at                         

House Italian Cuisine 
5230 Baymeadows Road -     

904-717-9579 

European 
Street 

Thursday, 
August 27 

6pm 

Lodge Commi ees  

There was a nice turnout as Members were enjoying a even-

ing at European Street Café. For some members it was their 

first visit to the restaurant. The accommoda ons  were    

excellent with a nice variety of food from their menu. This 

could be considered a return visit in the near future. 

 

 

http://www.italiainjax.org
mailto:support@pendabrytemetal.com
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August 21 General Meeting Highlights 

Members gathered for a well attended August meeting, enjoying pizza and an evening of fellowship. 

We welcomed Courtney Partin from the Jacksonville Humane Society, who delivered an ex-

cellent presentation on the work of their Pet Help Center and the ways our Lodge can support 

families and pets in need. 

President Dom Addeo presented the Lodge’s donation check to Courtney, and members respond-

ed with outstanding generosity. A large amount of dog and cat food, pet toys, and clean towels 

were collected and donated to the Humane Society. The strong turnout and enthusiastic support 

demonstrated our Lodge’s commitment to community service. 

New Members Sworn In 

We were proud to swear in Cheryl and John D’Angelo as new members of OSDIA Lodge 2791. 

Their enthusiasm and support were warmly welcomed by all. 

Scholarship Raffle Update 
Many members turned in their Scholarship Raffle books, bringing us to 24% of our fundrais-

ing goal. This early momentum is a great sign for the success of our scholarship program. Thank 

you to all who have already contributed — your support is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 

 

 

President Dom Addeo presenting 

check to Courtney Partin 

President Dom Addeo welcomes new                                 

Members Cheryl & John 

Members gathering at the meeting Dog & cat food donations 



SAVE THE DATES! Join us at Cinemark Tinseltown for the Metropolitan Opera:  Twenty 

years of the Met in Cinemas on Saturday, September 19, Cosi fan tutte on Saturday, October 3, 

and Macbeth Saturday, October 17, followed by enjoying food at Jason’s Deli located near the 

theatre at 4375 Southside Blvd. Many of you enjoyed last year’s operas, and this year brings 

three different productions. Show times for all Operas are: 1pm and 6pm. If you are interested, 

contact  Annette Guarino at 914‑548‑7821 or annette57@aol.com.  
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Regata Storica — Venice 

Gondolas, costumes, Grand Canal        

Festa di Santa Rose  — Vietrbo 

illuminated tower carried by facchini 

 Festa della Rificolona — Florence 

Lanterns, nighttime parade 
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS & FESTIVALS IN ITALY 
 Key Highlights from Italy’s cultural celebrations this month 

September in Italy is one of the most vibrant months of the year, filled with historic festivals, cultural tra-

ditions, and world class events. From medieval jousting tournaments to lantern parades and internation-

al film premieres, towns and cities across Italy celebrate the arrival of autumn with color, music, and cen-

turies old customs. Here are several notable events happening throughout Italy in September 2026. 

Venice International Film Festival (Aug 26 – Sep 5)  

One of the world’s most prestigious film festivals, featuring red carpet premieres, international       

directors, and global media attention. 

Regata Storica – Venice (September 6)  

A historic gondola race on the Grand Canal, complete with 13th century costumes and ceremoni-

al boat parades. 

Festa di Santa Rosa – Viterbo (September 3)  

A dramatic nighttime procession where 100 “facchini” carry a 90 foot illuminated tower through 

the medieval streets. 

Festa della Rificolona – Florence (September 7)  

A beloved lantern festival where children and families parade through Florence with colorful pa-

per lanterns. 

Festa del Cacio – Pienza (September 6)  

A lively pecorino cheese festival featuring tastings and the traditional “Cacio al Fuso” cheese roll-

ing competition. 

Giostra del Saracino – Arezzo (September 6)  

A medieval jousting tournament with knights, drummers, and flag throwers — one of Tuscany’s 

most historic events. 
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 Lodge 2791 
 Jacksonville, Florida  

  September/October 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Council  
      Mee ng 
      6:30pm 

2 
          

3 Book Club     
      Mee ng  
      6:30pm 

4 
    

5 
      

6       

 

7 
       

8     
        

9  
 

10 Movie South- 
         east regional    
         library 5:30pm 

11 
         

12 Mass at Christ the  
      King  4pm for           
      deceased  

13 14 15 
  

16 
   

17 
      

18 General 
         Mee ng 
         6:30pm 

19 Twenty Years of the  
      Met in Cinemas at        
Tinseltown 1pm & 6pm 

20 

        
 

21 22  Jax HS 
Tour 11:30am 

         

23 

 
 24House    
       Italian Cuisine 
       Social 6pm 
 

25 

       
        

26 

 

 

 2026 

27 
         

28 

 

29 
         

30 
         

1  2 
     

3 Met Opera Cosi Fan 
Tu  at Tinseltown 1pm & 
6pm 

Piemonte, Italy 
           

Tropea Calabria, Italy 

 

 

4 
         

5 6 Council  
     Mee ng 
     6:30pm 

7 
         

8 

 

9 
     

10 

We Can Be Heroes Foundation will be hosting an America’s 250th Anniversary Gala at the   

Lamborghini Museum and Deerwood Castle Grand Hall on Saturday evening, September 19, as   

follows: 5:00 PM - VIP Reception: Lamborghini Museum featuring hors d'oeuvres. 6:00 PM - 

Dinner & Gala: Deerwood Castle Grand Hall.  Contact Annette Guarino at annettte57@aol.com or 

go to the "We Can Be Heroes" website for more information. 

Mass for Deceased Members Saturday, September 12, 2026 – 4:00 PM 

Christ the King Catholic Church 742 Arlington Road North Jacksonville, FL 32211 

Movie  - Uncle Nino 

Movie begins at 6pm doors open at 5:30pm, September, 10th at the 

southeast regional library. 10599 Deerwood park Blvd. Snacks are provided with 

a donation bucket at the snack table.  

A Visit to the Jacksonville Humane Society 

Our lodge will visit the Jacksonville Humane Society, located at 8464 Beach 

Blvd, on September 22 at 11:30 AM. The 30 minute tour will give members an 

inside look at how the Humane Society operates. Lunch will follow at Celeno’s 

Bistro, 3820 Southside Blvd, about six minutes away. Members who would like to 

attend should contact Donna by September 15 at dladdeo@gmail.com 


