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FROM THE PRESIDENT....

Buon Anno!

At our January general meeting on January 16, our Nominating
Committee will give its report, and nominations will be made for the
upcoming Board. You must be present to accept a nomination or
accept in advance in writing, or you can be nominated from the floor.
In February, more nominations are allowed from the floor, and the
Election is held after appointment of Electors. Installation is at our
Annual St. Joseph's Dinner in March 2026.

At our January meeting, we will also have a presentation about a
potential trip to Toscana with a small group and a well-respected tour
group. Please join us for another enjoyable evening!

On Saturday, February 7, at 5:15 pm, we will attend a Catholic Mass
in honor of Bob Sussan, our deceased Orator, at the church of San
Juan del Rio, 1718 FL-13, Fruit Cove 32259. Please attend if your
schedule permits.

Avanti,

Annette



ABOUT US

The Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) is the largest
and oldest national organization for men and women of Italian heritage in
the United States. Founded in 1905 as a mutual aid society for early Italian
immigrants, today OSDIA has thousands of family members located in all
50 states and the District of Columbia, making it the leading service and ad-
vocacy organization for the nation’s estimated 26 million people of Italian
descent. Our missions include encouraging the study of Italian language and
culture in American schools and universities; preserving Italian American
traditions, culture, history and heritage; and promoting closer cultural rela-
tions between the United States and Italy.

oin us for The 7{0@ Sucrifice of the Mass for
Rob Sussan at San Juan del Rio Catholic
Church (718 State Road 13 Switzerland, fl.
The Date is Sﬂfum/ﬂy 'Feéruﬂ{y 7th, at the

J11Gpm
January Birthdays
Donna Auger Annette Guarino Charthian Miller Marilyn Sussan
Deacon George Barletta Maya Gumercindo Chuck Perrone
Joseph DeVito William Mattiace Mona Ryner

OSDIA General Meeting Friday, January 16th at 6:30 PM
Italy Land Tour — April 3, 2027 (11 Days)

Patrick from Collette will present details about the upcoming Italy Land Tour. Additional information is available on
Page 6 of the newsletter.

Officer Elections for Our Lodge

Our Lodge will be holding Officer Elections, and we encourage members to consider running for a position.

A slate of officers has been prepared and will be reviewed at the January meeting, but all positions remain open, and
members may add their names during the nomination period.

. Nominations will take place at the January meeting
. Elections will be held at the February meeting, with additional nominations accepted from the floor

If you want to help shape the future direction of the Lodge, this is your opportunity to get involved.
Nomination Committee Contacts: Mark Gregorio — mgregorio05@comcast.net—Mo Cooper — moecpi@yahoo.com

Annie Sheen — anniesheen@comcast.net
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Information, Activities and Updates

Meetings
Mailing Address
Contact Information

e  Council meets 1st Tuesday of the month.

e Lodge meets the 3rd Friday of the month at 6:30pm at Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran
Church 7860 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville Florida 32256. Next Meeting January 16, 2026

e Mail address: Amici D’Italia Lodge 2791 PO Box 8985 Jacksonville, Fl 32239-8985

e President: Annette Guarino email annette57@aol.com phone 914-548-7821

e Newsletter: Sal Santapola email saldesanta@gmail.com phone 904-887-8758

The book club meets periodically at 6:30pm.Meeting at Toni O’Connor’s home 12234 Spiney
Ridge Drive South Jacksonville, FI 32225. Next meeting Thursday January 15, 2026 at 6:30pm.
Book Discussion: Murder in Chianti by Camilla Trinchieri

Chair Leader Cheryl Callavini 904-744-1779

RSVP to attend as this is a gated community call or text Toni at 732-272-3910

Golf Shirt/Name Tag

0

Golf Shirt - Cost $25 - Name Tags Cost is $13
Contact Annie Sheen for Golf Shirt or Name Tags. Anniesheen@comcast.net
Italian Heritage Cook Book - $20 - Purchase at the general meeting.

Scholarship

Scholarships - Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America
National Leadership Grants — General Information Through the Sons of Italy Foundation®
(SIF), and tens of thousands of family members located in all fifty states and the District
of Columbia, the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) has awarded
tens of millions of dollars in scholarships to date. The Foundation is excited to support
more talented youth to achieve their dreams. Scholarships will be created in memory of
Bob Sussan; Frank Purpura, World War |l D-Day Veteran and Purple Heart recipient.
Scholarship application - for this year: www.osdia.org/scholarships/

Committees

We continue to reach out for volunteers to assists on each committee which are the fol-
lowing: Fraternity, Philanthropy, Membership, Culture, Finance & Communications.

Committees established and are on going are: Fraternity, Finance, Philanthropy
(Charities & Scholarship). Contact Sal Santapola @ saldesanta@gmail.com if you are in-
terested in volunteering.

Restaurant Social
Thursday January 22
Bono’s Pit
BBQ

Join us for a fellowship and some good Barbecue at Bono’s
Pit BBQ 4907 Beach Blvd. Jacksonville, Fl 32207
904-398-4248
Bono's Pit Bar-B-Q | Real Pit Barbecue Since 1949

Join us for The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for in remembrance of Bob Sussan
at San Juan del Rio Catholic Church 1718 State Road 13 Switzerland, fl.

Saturday February 7th, at 5:15pm .



http://www.osdia.org/scholarships/
https://bonosbarbq.com/

SPOTLIGHT ON MEMBERS: Each month OSDIA is featuring one of our members

to share and highlight their professional lives and accomplishments. If you would like to
be featured contact our webmaster, Giancarlo Zepeda @support@pendabrytemetal.com

Jennifer Follo-Burroughs - HCA Health Care

at Home - Administrative Coordinator

Jennifer. Follo-Burroughs
@HCAHealthcare.com

904-355-2991
7411 Fullerton St. Ste 106
Jacksonville, Fl 32256

Although I was born in Brooklyn, NY, I spent most of my life on Staten Island. Yes, we say “on” Staten
Island. There I enjoyed all that New York City public schools had to offer, attended the College of Staten
Island, met and married my husband, and had two children. I was shaped in a neighborhood that was
predominantly of Italian descent and extremely proud to be American. Approximately 15 years ago, we made
Saint Johns and Jacksonville our new home. We are equally proud to say we are from Jacksonville as we are
to say we are from Staten Island. While living in Saint Johns and raising my children, I went back to school
for Medical Office Management since Jacksonville has a robust healthcare sector. Since graduating I have
worked in the Home Health industry for HCA Healthcare at Home.

Our OSDIA Christmas Brunch on December 7, had more than
HOLIDAY SEASON 50 members and guest and raised fund for our scholarships.
EVENTS: Thanks to all who attended and donated.

The Alliance Filipino American
Organization hosted members at two
tables with a Black Tie “Ball” at the
Hilton Double Tree on Newy Year’s Eve.
We continue to build relationships
throughout our local community.



mailto:support@pendabrytemetal.com

Restaurant Social
Thursday January 23,
6pm
Vito’s Pizza
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2791
Jachsonuvitle, Florida

January/February
2026
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
4 5 6 council 7 8 9 10
Meeting
6:30pm
11 12 13 14 15 16 General 17
Meeting
6:30pm
18 19 20 21 22 Bono’s 23 24
Restaurant
Social 6pm
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
1February |2 3 Council 4 5
Meeting
6:30pm

1/6//26- Council Meeting 6:30pm
1/16/26- General Meeting 6:30pm
1/22/ 26—Bono’s Restaurant Social 6pm




