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FROM THE PRESIDENT…. 

 

 

The Thanksgiving Potluck was well attended, many raffle tickets were sold 

and canned goods and other donations were given to the Shepherd of the 

Woods Church food bank in thanks for all their kindness to us all year. 

Our annual Holiday Party was a big hit with more than a dozen baskets and 

much generosity on the part of our members and guests in attendance.  The 

Cantiamo Quartet regaled us with Christmas music, the food was delicious 

and everyone was in a festive mood. 

At our January general meeting on January 16, our Nominating Committee 

will give its report, and nominations will be made for the upcoming Board.  

You must be present to accept a nomination or accept in advance in writing, 

or you can be nominated from the floor. In February, more nominations are 

allowed from the floor, and the Election is held after appointment of Elec-

tors.  Installation is at our Annual St. Joseph's Dinner in March 2026.   

At our January meeting, we will also have a presentation about a potential 

trip to Toscana with a small group and a well-respected tour group.  Please 

join us for another enjoyable evening! 

Avanti, 

Annette 
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HISABOUT US 

The Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) is the largest 

and oldest national organization for men and women of Italian heritage in the 

United States. Founded in 1905 as a mutual aid society for early Italian im-

migrants, today OSDIA has thousands of family members located in all 50 

states and the District of Columbia, making it the leading service and advoca-

cy organization for the nation’s estimated 26 million people of Italian de-

scent. Our missions include encouraging the study of Italian language and 

culture in American schools and universities; preserving Italian American 

traditions, culture, history and heritage; and promoting closer cultural rela-

tions between the United States and Italy. 

 

                                 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

Carm Bonetti Jean Maroney      Geraldine Pinali  Timonthy Wright 

Donald Frati Marie Meltzer     Dominick Sorrentino  

Join us for The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass for 

Bob Sussan at San Juan del Rio Catholic 

Church 1718 State Road 13 Switzerland, fl. The 

Date is Saturday February 7th, at the 5:15pm 

                   

The nativity scene or crèche, called in Italian the presepe or presepio, brings to life the story of the Nativity  
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Information, Activities and Updates 
Meetings 

Mailing Address      

Contact Information 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

• Council meets 1st Tuesday of the month.  

• Lodge meets the 3rd Friday of the month at 6:30pm at Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran 
Church 7860 Southside Blvd, Jax Fl. January 16, 2026 at 6:30pm 

• Mail address: Amici D’ltalia Lodge 2791 PO Box 8985 Jacksonville, FL 32239-8985 

• President: Annette Guarino email annette57@aol.com phone 914-548-7821 

• Newsletter: Sal Santapola email saldesanta@gmail.com phone 904-887-8758 

• Compassion: Georgianne Pionessa email ajp19@comcast.net phone 904-727-7112.           

•  Webmaster:  www.italiainjax.org Giancarlo Zepeda email support@pendabrytemetal.com 

 

The book club meets periodically at 6:30pm.Meeting at Toni O’Connor’s home 12234 Spiney 
Ridge Drive South Jacksonville, Fl 32225. Next meeting Thursday January 15, 2026 at 6:30pm.    
Book Discussion:  Murder in Chianti by Camilla Trinchieri 
Chair Leader Cheryl Callavini  904-744-1779  
RSVP to attend as this is a gated community call or text Toni at 732-272-3910 

Golf Shirt/Name Tag Golf Shirt - Cost  $25  -  Name Tags  Cost is $13  
Contact Annie Sheen  for Golf Shirt or Name Tags.  Anniesheen@comcast.net  
Italian  Heritage Cook  Book - $20 - Purchase at the general  meeting.  

Scholarship                              Scholarships - Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America 

National Leadership Grants – General Information Through the Sons of Italy Foundation® 
(SIF), and tens of thousands of family members located in all fifty states and the District 
of Columbia, the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) has awarded 
tens of millions of dollars in scholarships to date. The Foundation is excited to support 
more talented youth to achieve their dreams.  Scholarship applications for next year: Go 

to web page - www.osdia.org/scholarships/  
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OSDIA Christmas Party 

at Hidden Hills Country Club   

on Sunday, December 7, 2025 

Over 50 gathered — a joyful 

fundraiser and big success! 

http://www.italiainjax.org
mailto:support@pendabrytemetal.com
http://www.osdia.org/scholarships/
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BBBS Sara Alton CEO

 General Meeting Thanksgiving  

Friday November 21, at 6:30pm 

  

 

l/r Mark Gregorio, New Members, Josephine Kroom, Clara Zepeda, & Barbara Turley,  

Annette Guarino,, Mo Cooper & Dominic Addeo. 

Thanksgiving Food Donations for  

Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran ChurchChurch. 
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BBBS Sara Alton CEO

President Annette Guarino listening to  presentation by founder  

Alba Renninger on how Halloween is celebrated in Italy         

“The Night of the Dead”. 
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Price Level 
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Patrick Wilkins  from Collette and  Suzanne Fisher will be at our January 16, 2026  

Meeting to present the Land Tour to Tuscany & Umbrian Countryside 
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  December/January 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
        

1 2 
 

3  4 

 

5 

 

6 
 

7 Christmas 

Luncheon 1pm 
8 

 

9                 
      

   

10 
          
          

11 

 

12 

       
 

13       
 

14 

 

15 
       

16  
        

17 

  

18 
 
                

19 
       
       

20 

21 
            

22 23 
  
        

24           
Christmas 
Eve 

25 
Christmas 
  
         

26 

       
 

27    

28 

  

 

29          

 

30 
       
         

31 
New Year’s Eve 

 
 

1 January 
New Years 
        

     

2 
       
        

3  

 

 

 2025/26 

4 
  

5  6 Council 
     Meeting  
      6:30pm  

7 
         

8 

 

9 
    

10 

                    Milan, Italy 

 

 
Salvare 

La 
data 

 
Christmas in St. Peters 

December 24 Christmas Eve 

December 25 Christmas 

December 31 New Year’s Eve 

January 1 2026 New Years 

January 6 2026 Council Meeting 6:30pm 

January 16 2026 General Meeting 6:30pm - Italy Land Tour Presentation 

 


