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FROM THE PRESIDENT…. 

 
Welcome Back! We have surprises in store this month for our General 

Meeting on August 15, 2025: a Ferragosto celebration, an Italian feast     

prepared by our long serving members and “music bingo.” Our annual  

charitable evenings are coming up again together with Italian Heritage 

Month in October, with a City Council Proclamation and Recognition    

Ceremony. This year’s theme is the 550th Anniversary of the birth of       

Michelangelo Buonarotti. Join us, as always, for fellowship within our 

shared caring community. We have so much of which to be proud. 

 

Also coming up: 1. Annual Mass on September 20 @ 4 PM for our         

Deceased Members at Christ the King Roman Catholic Church; of course 

we will have a meal together afterwards. 

                            2. Bocce Tournament and Lunch on October 4, 2026. 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Our annual Holiday Party (and one major fundraiser 

for scholarships and our charitable giving) is already booked for December 

7, 2025, from 1-5 PM at Hidden Hills Golf Club on Monument Road. 

 

Avanti, 

Annette 
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HISABOUT US 

The Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) is the largest 

and oldest national organization for men and women of Italian heritage in the 

United States. Founded in 1905 as a mutual aid society for early Italian im-

migrants, today OSDIA has thousands of family members located in all 50 

states and the District of Columbia, making it the leading service and advoca-

cy organization for the nation’s estimated 26 million people of Italian de-

scent. Our missions include encouraging the study of Italian language and 

culture in American schools and universities; preserving Italian American 

traditions, culture, history and heritage; and promoting closer cultural rela-

tions between the United States and Italy. 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

 

   Continued on Pages 8 & 9 

Cheryl Callavini  Lucy Cortese Jack Liuzzo Sal Santapola Gloria Wnorowski 

Mario Cortese  Mark Gregorio Rose Maher Annie Sheen Giancarlo Zepeda 

Wishing you a Speedy Recovery after  
your Surgery  Marilyn Sussan, Jack Cosentino &                  

Sal Santapola 
 Mass at Christ the King Saturday September 
20th, at 4pm for all the deceased members of the 

Sons and Daughters of Italy. 

Good Day to the City Council: 

I am the current President of the long standing Orders of Sons and Daughters of Italy in American Jacksonville Amici 
d'Italia Lodge 2791.  

The OSDIA dates to 1905 and began as a mutual aid society to bury new immigrants and provide assistance and schol-
arships to the children of immigrants in America during the Great Migration of 1880-1920 from the seven southern 
provinces of Italy.  In the years since, hundred of thousands of Italian Americans have been members of the Lodges lo-
cated throughout the USA. 

Today the work continues with the Grand Lodge of Florida and some 18 local lodges throughout our state.  We supply 
scholarships at the local, state and national level, promote the rich culture, music and art of our ancestors and make do-
nations to worthy causes in each of our local areas.  As always, the work is politically non partisan and does not pro-
mote any particular religion. Of note, some 20% of our social members are Hispanic. 

This year,  the focus of Italian Culture Month is Michelangelo Buonarotti, honoring the 550th Anniversary of the year 
of his birth.  Our Culture Month Lodge meeting will be held on Friday October 17, 2024 at 6:30 PM at the Shep-
herd of the Woods Lutheran Church Educational Center, 7860 Southside Blvd. JAX 32256. 

We would be honored to share the evening with you and we are making a request for proclamations honoring 
Italian Heritage Month.   Our local lodge has seen astronomical growth in the last 5 years, augmented by the many 
transplants from New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois and Massachusetts. We are currently 
at 107 members with more to be sworn in at the next few meetings. 

The announcement of the Italian Heritage and Culture Month Committee is attached. Please RVSP directly to me @ 
annette57@aol.com. 

Respectfully, 

Hon. Annette L. Guarino (Family Court, Westchester County, NY retired)                                                                           
President OSDIAAmici d'italia Lodge 2791 

mailto:annette57@aol.com
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Information, Activities and Updates 

Meetings 

Mailing Address      
Contact Information 

 
    
 

 

 

 
 

 

      
     

Night out  Social 
Jason’s Deli                          

Thursday August 21 
6:00pm 

 

• Council meets 1st Tuesday of the month.  

• Lodge meets the 3rd Friday of the month at 6:30pm at Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran 
Church 7860 Southside Blvd, Jax Fl. August 15, 2025 at 6:30pm 

• Mail address: Amici D’ltalia Lodge 2791 PO Box 8985 Jacksonville, Fl 32239-8985 
• President: Annette Guarino email annette57@aol.com phone 914-548-7821 

• Newsletter: Sal Santapola email saldesanta@gmail.com phone 904-887-8758 
• Compassion: Georgianne Pionessa email ajp19@comcast.net phone 904-727-7112.           

•  Webmaster:  www.italiainjax.org Giancarlo Zepeda email support@pendabrytemetal.com 

 

The book club meets periodically at 6:30pm.Meeting at Toni O’Connor’s home 12234 Spiney 
Ridge Drive South Jacksonville, Fl 32225. Next meeting Thursday August 28, at 6:30pm.        
Book Discussion: The Glass Maker, by Tracey Chevalier 
Chair Leader Cheryl Callavini  904-744-1779  
RSVP to attend as this is a gated community call or text Toni at 732-272-3910 

Golf Shirt/Name Tag Golf Shirt - Cost  $25  -  Name Tags  Cost is $13  
Contact Annie Sheen  for Golf Shirt or Name Tags.  Anniesheen@comcast.net  
Italian  Heritage Cook  Book - $20 - Purchase at the general  meeting.  

 

Scholarship                              Scholarships - Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America 

National Leadership Grants – General Information Through the Sons of Italy Foundation® 
(SIF), and tens of thousands of family members located in all fifty states and the District 
of Columbia, the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) has awarded 
tens of millions of dollars in scholarships to date. The Foundation is excited to support 
more talented youth to achieve their dreams.  Scholarship applications for next year: Go 

to web page - www.osdia.org/scholarships/  

 We continue to reach out for volunteers to assists on each committee which are the fol-

lowing: Fraternity, Philanthropy, Membership, Culture, Finance & Communications. 

  Committees established and are on going are: Fraternity, Finance, Philanthropy 

(Charities & Scholarship). Contact Sal Santapola @ saldesanta@gmail.com if you are    

interested in volunteering. 

 Committees 

August 5 Council Meeting 6:30pm 

August 15 General Meeting (Ferragosto) Feast of the Assumption 6:30pm  

August 21 Social Jason’s Deli 6pm 

October 4 Bocce at IAC - 12pm 

October 18 IAC Italiana Festa  

December 7 Annual Holiday Brunch at Hidden Hills Golf Club  
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Salvare 

La 

data 

 

Join us for our Social night out for fellowship and fun at Jason’s Deli             

4375 Southside Blvd. Jacksonville FL 32216 phone 904 620-0707   

 Web Page www.jasonsdeli.com  

SAT.OCTOBER 4TH, 2025 12PM - BOCCE AT ITALIAN AMERICAN CLUB 

DONATION $15 PER PERSON  INCLUDES LUNCH 

BOCCE TOURNAMENT - FIRST AND 2ND PLACE PRIZES 

http://www.italiainjax.org
mailto:support@pendabrytemetal.com
http://www.osdia.org/scholarships/
https://www.bing.com/alink/link?url=https://www.jasonsdeli.com/locations/fl/jacksonville/4375-southside-blvd/&source=serp-local&h=hrV0yCEpQksavDw+rlNZsXYwO/v6M3Y8cf7c7Uf/RQo=&p=lw_lstpt&ig=9F9AED0D1CDB42CEABAA0207316849D0&ypid=YN178x5781061
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Saturday June 21 

Fourty-Four persons attended from OSDIA, Italian American Club, Family and Frends and enjoyed the performance of 

My Falr Lady at Alhambra Dinner Theatre on Saturday, June 21, 2025 at the Matinee performance. 
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Winner Rose Maher of Heads & Tails Game  

De Santapola giving instructions on  Heads & Tails Game 

IMG_2496.heic

Twenty-Two members & friends enjoyed Mexican food and fellowship at El Cabo’s on Thursday, July 24th.  
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Council       
Meeting 
6:30pm 
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9       
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12 
        
         

13 

  

14 
 
                

15 
General 
Meeting  
6:30pm 
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20 
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Jason’s Deli 
Social 
6:OOpm 

22  23     
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25           
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30 

 

 

 2025 

31 
  

1 September  2 
Council    
Meeting 
6:30pm 

3 
         

4 

 

5 
    
        

6 
 

                    Asti, Italy 

 

 
Trento , Italy           

Italy in the Summer  

 Source  - When is Summer in Italy, and What Are The Best Things To Do - 

Ready Set Italy  

Italy in the summer is a vibrant time of year, offering a mix of warm 

weather, cultural festivities, and delicious cuisine. Here are some high-

lights to consider when planning your summer trip to Italy: 

Best Time to Visit: June is often considered the best month to visit Italy 

in summer due to its warm weather and fewer tourists. July and August 

are also popular, but they come with higher prices and more crowds.  

Popular Destinations: The Amalfi Coast, Cinque Terre, Rome, Tuscany, Venice, Sicily, and Lake Como are among 

the most visited summer destinations.  

Activities: Enjoy hiking in the Dolomites, tasting Sicilian food, attending cultural events, and exploring the history of 

Rome.  

Weather: Expect warm and sunny days, with temperatures varying by region. The Mediterranean islands like Sicily 

and Sardinia are ideal for beach lovers.  

Costs: Be prepared for higher prices in summer due to increased tourist demand. Booking early can help save mon-

ey. Remember to pack accordingly for the weather and to enjoy the vibrant atmosphere of Italy during the summer 

months. 

https://readysetitaly.com/summer-in-italy/
https://readysetitaly.com/summer-in-italy/

