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 FROM THE PRESIDENT…. 

 

Our April General Meeting was our Scholarship Dinner.  What a 

pleasure to meet our recipients and their families and hear them read 

their essays. The Lodge is most proud of the work of the Committee 

and of our two scholarship recipients: Jack Liuzzo of Bishop Kenny 

High School (Duval) and Kate Vitori, of Fernandina Beach High 

School (Nassau).   

Our May meeting will honor our Mothers and Aunts and Sisters and   

Daughters.  We will also have a special presentation of our up and 

running website: ItaliainJax.org.  And since May is the month of 

honoring those who made the ultimate sacrifice, we will recognize all 

our veterans in our Lodge. 

We are continuing to Promote our shared culture, Preserve the best of 

our heritage and Protect our reputation through our Committee on   

Social Justice. We have so much of which to be proud. 

Avanti, 

Annette 
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HISABOUT US 

The Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) is the largest 

and oldest national organization for men and women of Italian heritage in the 

United States. Founded in 1905 as a mutual aid society for early Italian im-

migrants, today OSDIA has thousands of family members located in all 50 

states and the District of Columbia, making it the leading service and advoca-

cy organization for the nation’s estimated 26 million people of Italian de-

scent. Our missions include encouraging the study of Italian language and 

culture in American schools and universities; preserving Italian American 

traditions, culture, history and heritage; and promoting closer cultural rela-

tions between the United States and Italy. 

 

May Birthdays 

 

                                       Continued on Page 5 

 3 Gina Mielech 

 5 Frank Rinaldi 

 8 Mary Wright 

21 Maria Gregorio 

 

L/r Jack Liuzzo Bishop Kenny High School and  

   Kate Vitori Fernandina Beach High School. 

Congratulations, Winners of $1000 Scholarship.  

Wishing you a Speedy Recovery after  
your Surgery Get Well Soon                            

 Marilyn Sussan  and praying for Jack Cosentino 
scheduled for Surgery on May 22nd.  

We lift up in prayer Mario & Lucy Cortese,   
grieving the loss of his brother Giovanni Cortese, 

and Nancy Perrone, mourning the passing of her    
beloved sister, Christie McGuire.   

May God Bless them with Eternal Peace. 
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Information, Activities and Updates 
Meetings 

Mailing Address      

Contact Information 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     

Night out  Social                              

Vito’s Pizza 

Thursday May 22, 6pm 

 

• Council meets 1st Tuesday of the month.  

• Lodge meets the 3rd Friday of the month at 6:30pm at Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran 
Church 7860 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville Florida 32256. Next Meeting May 16, 2025 

• Mail address: Amici D’ltalia Lodge 2791 PO Box 8985 Jacksonville, Fl 32239-8985 

• President: Annette Guarino email annette57@aol.com phone 914-548-7821 

• Newsletter: Sal Santapola email saldesanta@gmail.com phone 904-887-8758 

• Compassion: Georgianne Pionessa email ajp19@comcast.net phone 904-727-7112.           

•  Webmaster:  www.italiainjax.org Giancarlo Zepeda email support@pendabrytemetal.com 

 

The book club meets periodically at 6:30pm. New location  and date will be announced.             
Book Discussion: Playing for Pizza, a Novel by John Grisham  
Chair Leader Cheryl Callavini  904-744-1779  
RSVP to attend 904-866-8527 

Golf Shirt/Name Tag Golf Shirt - Cost  $25  -  Name Tags  Cost is $13  
Contact Annie Sheen  for Golf Shirt or Name Tags.  Anniesheen@comcast.net  
Italian  Heritage Cook  Book - $20 - Purchase at the general  meeting.  

 

Scholarship                              Scholarships - Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America 

National Leadership Grants – General Information Through the Sons of Italy Foundation® 
(SIF), and tens of thousands of family members located in all fifty states and the District 
of Columbia, the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) has awarded 
tens of millions of dollars in scholarships to date. The Foundation is excited to support 
more talented youth to achieve their dreams.  Scholarship applications for next year: Go 

to web page - www.osdia.org/scholarships/  

 We continue to reach out for volunteers to assists on each committee which are the fol-

lowing: Fraternity, Philanthropy, Membership, Culture, Finance & Communications. 

  Committees established and are on going are: Fraternity, Finance, Philanthropy 

(Charities & Scholarship). Contact Sal Santapola @ saldesanta@gmail.com if you are    

interested in volunteering. 

 Committees 

May 6 Council Meeting 6:30pm 
May 16 General Meeting 6:30pm 
May 22 Restaurant Social Vito’s Pizza 1531 Monument Rd Ste 7 - 6pm 
May 20 - Meeting at IAC 6:00pm - NCL Cruise Rep Presentation 9 Day Cruise (page 6) 
July 19 Tea Party at IAC - Additional details to follow 
October 4 Bocce at IAC - Stay tuned for more information 
December 7 Annual Holiday Brunch at Hidden Hills Golf Club 
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Members, Families & Frends enjoying a delicious meal of Stuff Shells on April 25,    

Friday at our Annual Frank Purpura Memorial Scholarship Dinner & Celebration. 

 
Salvare 

La 
data 

Join us for food and fellowship 
1531 Monument Rd Ste 7 
Jacksonville, FL 904-527-3177 
 

http://www.italiainjax.org
mailto:support@pendabrytemetal.com
http://www.osdia.org/scholarships/




April 25, 2025 Friday,  Our Annual Frank Purpura Memorial  

Scholarship Dinner and Celebration 
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Winner Rose Maher of Heads & Tails Game  

De Santapola giving instructions on  Heads & Tails Game 

Winner of $1000 Scholarship Award Kate Vitori with her family, l/r Annette  Guarino President, Scholarship Committee,    

Carmen Roman and Robert Reggio. Not in the photo are other committee members, Josephine Burgio and Lucy Cortese. 

Photo on the right is Winner of $1000 Scholarship Award Jack Liuzzo with his family. 
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JOIN US TUESDAY MAY 20TH, AT ITALIAN  AMERICAN CLUB 6PM LOCATED AT 2838 WESTBURY RD.  JAX 

32223, FOR PRESENTATION BY NCL REPRESENTATIVE. LIGHT FOOD AND BEVERAGES WILL BE SERVED. 



 

Page 7 
            The  Amici Newsletter Lodge 2791 May 2025 

 

Our New 

Website is Live 

www.italiainjax.org 



President Trump Pledges Renewed Support                  

For Columbus Day  
We are deeply grateful for the recent statement pledging support for Columbus Day and the Italian American 
community from President Trump.  
 
In a Truth Social post earlier this week, President Trump announced he will be "bringing Columbus Day back 
from the ashes," and that he is "hereby reinstating Columbus Day under the same rules, dates, and locations, 
as it has had for all of the many decades before!" 
 
This recognition is profoundly symbolic for the Italian American community, as it acknowledges the signifi-
cant contributions we have made to the nation. Columbus Day holds special importance to Italian Americans, 
as it represents not only our history, but also the resilience of our community in the face of anti-Italian Amer-
ican discrimination.  
 
OSDIA looks forward to continuing to build strong relationships with the United States government, and ad-
vancing the interests of our community.  
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April 29, 2025 



 Lodge 2791 
 Jacksonville, Florida  

  May/June 

 Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
        

   

 

 1 2 
           

3 

4 5    

 

6 Council  
     Meeting 
     6:30pm 
              

7 
          
          

8  

 

9 

       
 

10         
 

11 

Mother’s Day 

12 
       

13 
        
         

14 

  

15   
 
                

16 General 
        Meeting 
        6:30pm 
 

17 
 

      

18   
            

19 20 
  
        
 

21 

 

22    
Vito’s  
Restaurant  
 Social 6:00pm 

23  24      

25 

  

 

26             
Memorial Day 

 

27 

 
         
        

28 29  
        
     
       

30  
       
        

31 

 

 

 2025 

1 June 
  

2  3 Council  
      Meeting 
      6:30pm 

4 
         

5 

 

6 
    
        

7 
 

Cortona, Italy 

 

The Basilica of                     
San Francesco D’Assisi 


