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FROM THE PRESIDENT....

Our February General Meeting on Friday February 21 is our Valentine’s
Meeting and remaining collection of payments for Annual Membership
Renewal. Please complete renewals this month. We will also elect
Delegates to the Bi-Annual Grand Lodge Convention: May 28 to June 1,
2025.

Our hosting of the Grand Lodge of Florida at their Tri-Annual Meeting here
in Jacksonville was a stunning success thanks to the hard-working Commit-
tee and so many members who pitched in. Two thank you notes from
Grand Lodge President Joe Dente and Secretary Marie DeMilio Buchman
are shared in this Newsletter.

There are so many Lodge activities coming up, it is hard to keep up (all the
details are in later pages):

Restaurant Night at Bono’s Pit BBQ; Carnevale Party; Franciscan Friars
Benefactor Day at Marywood; Group Tickets to Il Volo (waiting list for
cancellations only); Membership Coffee Social at Happy Brew; Annual St.
Joseph’s Dinner (next general meeting); Joe/Paddy Party at Our Lady Star
of the Sea; group attending My Fair Lady.

We are continuing to Promote our shared culture, Preserve the best of our
heritage and Protect our reputation through our Committee on Social
Justice. We have so much of which to be proud.

Annette



ABOUT US

The Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) is the largest
and oldest national organization for men and women of Italian heritage in
the United States. Founded in 1905 as a mutual aid society for early Italian
immigrants, today OSDIA has thousands of family members located in all
50 states and the District of Columbia, making it the leading service and ad-
vocacy organization for the nation’s estimated 26 million people of Italian
descent. Our missions include encouraging the study of Italian language and
culture in American schools and universities; preserving Italian American
traditions, culture, history and heritage; and promoting closer cultural rela-
tions between the United States and Italy.

Wiyﬁiry you a \S’pee@ Recovery.
Get Well Soon.
Mm'@n Sussan
Nancy Perrone
February Birthdays
| Jennifer Burroughs 8 Julie Fiorello I4 Richard Thompson 25 Nancy Perrone
| Raffaele Castaldo 9 Julianne Romanello |6 Brenda Harris 28 Leigh Lemme
| Lee Holmgren I3 Cynthia Henn 20 Carolyn Roggio
3 Antoinette O’Connor 14 Jack Cosentino 22 Al Lannacone
The Order of the Sons and Daugh-
ters of Italy in America (OSIDA)
promotes, enhances, and encourages
the study of Italian heritage and
culture. Our local chapter offers
two scholarships to high school sen-
iors of Italian descent who display academic excellence and leadership
Applications for 2025 now available abilities. Applications are available for students from public and private
Contact Chair Lucy Cortese high schools in Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, and Nassau counties.

A completed application and supporting materials are due by March 14,
2025. Deadline is February 28. 2025. Award decisions will be an-
nounced by April 4th. Recipients will be honored at a chapter recognition
dinner on April 25th. For more information or a scholarship application,
contact chair Lucy Cortese at lgcortese@att.net.



mailto:lgcortese@att.net
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Information, Activities and Updates

Meetings
Mailing Address
Contact Information

e  Council meets 1st Tuesday of the month.

e Lodge meets the 3rd Friday of the month at 6:30pm at Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran
Church 7860 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville Florida 32256. Next Meeting February 21, 2025

e Mail address: Amici D’Italia Lodge 2791 PO Box 8985 Jacksonville, Fl 32239-8985

e President: Annette Guarino email annette57@aol.com phone 914-548-7821

e Newsletter: Sal Santapola email saldesanta@gmail.com phone 904-887-8758

The book club meets periodically at 6:30pm at Dom Sorrentino’s home, 12640 Shoal Creek Lane
North, Jacksonville, FI 32225. Next Meeting will be in March. Will advise of date via email.
Book Discussion: The Sicilian Inheritance by Jo Piazza.

Chair Leader Cheryl Callavini 904-744-1779

RSVP to attend 904-866-8527, so that your name is at the entry gate.

Golf Shirt/Name Tag

&

Golf Shirt - Cost $25 - Name Tags Cost is $13
Contact Annie Sheen for Golf Shirt or Name Tags. Anniesheen@comcast.net
I[talian Heritage Cook Book - $20 - Purchase at the general meeting.

Scholarship

Scholarships - Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America
National Leadership Grants — General Information Through the Sons of Italy Foundation®
(SIF), and tens of thousands of family members located in all fifty states and the District
of Columbia, the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA) has awarded
tens of millions of dollars in scholarships to date. The Foundation is excited to support
more talented youth to achieve their dreams. Scholarship application - for next year:
www.osdia.org/scholarships/ Deadline February 28, 2025 (See page 2 for more information.)

Committees

We continue to reach out for volunteers to assists on each committee which are the fol-
lowing: Fraternity, Philanthropy, Membership, Culture, Finance & Communications.

Committees established and are on going are: Fraternity, Finance, Philanthropy
(Charities & Scholarship). Contact Sal Santapola @ saldesanta@gmail.com if you are in-
terested in volunteering.

Night out Social
Thursday January 23,

Vito’s Pizza

Thirty members attended Vito’s Pizza Resturant and had a wonderful
time enjoying delicious Italian food and Pizza.

Grand Lodge
Tri Annual Meeting
Jan. 31 - Feb 1, 2025

Hosted by
Amici Di’ Italia
Lodge 2791

Photo on the right is Butch
Ferrizzi and Annie Sheen who
helped serve beverages at the
Luncheon on Saturday Feb 1.

The Committee of De Santapola,

Donna Addeo & Catherine

DiTrapani worked together

stuffing tote bags (picture on the

right) and setting up the compli-
mentary Lunch.

Restaurant Social
Bono’s BBQ
Thursday Feb. 27, 6pm

Join us for a fellowship and some good Barbecue at Bono’s Pit BBQ
4907 Beach Blvd. Jacksonville, FI 32207 904-398-4248
Bono's Pit Bar-B-Q | Real Pit Barbecue Since 1949



http://www.osdia.org/scholarships/
https://bonosbarbq.com/

January17,2025 FRIDAY GENERAL MEETING
A Bright New Year 2025

We celebrated a bright New Year 2025 theme with a variety of traditional foods. We had Pork, collard greens, noodles, rice,
blackeye peas, lentil soup, corn bread and a variety of other foods and desserts. Fifty-seven members attended and enjoyed food
and fellowship. A big thank you to Annie Sheen for cooking the pork and all the members that supplied the food, beverages and
desserts. Top pictures I/r, Paul Ouellette and members adding food to their plates, members enjoying their dinner. The right
photo is De Santapola and Donna Addeo presenting the tote bag program for the Tri-Annual Meeting that our lodge is hosting.




- _

AMICI D’ ITALIA LODGE 2791 HOSTING
GRAND LODGE TRI ANNUAL MEETING
Thursday January 30, to Sunday February 2,2025
DOUBLETREE RIVERFRONT HOTEL

6rand Lodge meeting returned to Jacksonville Florida after 23 years. Our Lodge was the Host and the photo on
the left is Lucy and Mario Cortese on Friday giving out Tote Bags to each delegate that attended the Tri-Annual
Meeting. On Saturday our Lodge and St Augustine Lodge hosted a complimentary lunch. Photos below are mem-
bers enjoying the lunch. Help serving were committee members Donna Addeo and Catherine DiTrapani.

Hi Annette,

| want to thank you again for all the hard work you and your lodge did to make our tri-annual meeting a huge success.
The goodie bags were a welcome surprise and just started the weekend off with a bang.

| simply enjoyed the BBQ BUT ate way too much. Also, | was one of the first recipients of the door prizes. The beautiful
scarf/shawl is beyond description. The colors in it are all the colors | wear; | just love it. And one more thing. Please thank
the person(s) that made the American wooden heart tied to the Italian heart. They are now hanging from the mirror in my car.

Your lodge went all out making everyone feel welcomed and | thank you again for that. Please pass along my thanks to all
members of your lodge. Stay well and may GOD bless you and your lodge family.

Marie DeMilio-Buchman
cell (941) 661-4247
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2791

Jacksenuville, Flonida
February/March
2025
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 Council |5 6 7 8
Meeting
6:30pm
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 General 22
Meeting
6:30pm
23 24 25Franciscan | 26 27Restaurant |28 1 March
Friars Social 6pm
Marywood Bono’s BBQ
10am
2 3 4 Carnevale |5 Ash Wed. 6 7 11 Volo/ 8coffee Social
6:00pm Symphony 9:30am
8.00pm

2/21/25 - General Meeting 6:30pm
2/25/25 Franciscan Friars Marywood 10am

2/27/25 - Restaurant Social
Bonos Pit BBQ 6pm

oLD

PIN

3/4/25 Carnevale 6pm
3/7/25 1l Volo Symphony 8pm
3/8/25 Coffee Social 9:30am
3/21/25 General Meeting (St. Joseph) 6pm
3/22/25 Joe Paddy at Our Lady Star of the Sea




